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reals Muttered in Administration
Circles Against a Certain

Class of Newspapers.

Telegraph and Cable Lines Warned More Men For
ManilaVolunteers flobilizing New Batch

of AppointmentsMysterious Fleets.

"Washington. May 17. The cabinet ses-

sion today lasted until about 12:30. Sec-

retary Long came late and left about
half an hour before the others. Secretary
Day also left early. The members, as
they left the White House were unusually
reticent even as to minor matters, !'d
explained that the administration was
hampered in its work by the indiscreet
publication of news as to naval and army
movements. Secretarj-Lon- g said that al-

though the matter of a rigid censorship of

the press was not discussed at today's
cabinet meeting, the action of certain
newspnpers in publishing movements and
campaigning plans was causing great em-

barrassment.
Nothing was said at the meeting as to

the Reported purpose of the president to
iHsue a call for additional volunteers, nor
was the subject of sending more troops
to the Philippines than the 15,000 alroady
decided upon, mentioned by the president.
The government is now in constant com-

munication with Admiral Dewey, and his
Judgment as to the number of troops nec-

essary to accomplish the subjugation of
the islands will be followed.

So far as could be learned, no Important
information had been received as to the
movements of the Spanish fleet, nor could
!t be learned whether a conflict between
the fleets was likely to take place within
the next day or two.

CABLES AND TELEGRAPHS
London, May 17. The American cable

companies in this city have issued In-

structions to their agents to refuse to
transmit any Spanish govornment mes-
sages.

New York, May 17. The Anglo-Americ-

Telegraph company this morning is-

sued the following notice: "Pending fur-

ther decision by the chief signal officer,
we will accept press messages without re-

strictions."
The central cable ofllce of the "Western

Union Telegraph company today sent out
notices that it was advised by the West
Indian and Panamy company that their
cable between St. Lucia and St. Vincent
has been repaired, restoring cable com-
munication with St. Vincent, Grenada,
Barbadoes. Trinidad and Demerara,

GREELEY SHUTS DOWN
"Washington, May 17. Brigadier General

Greeley, chief of the signal service, and in
charge of all strategic control of tele-Cra-

and cables, has adopted energetic
measures to prevent the admiral of the
Spanish squadron, now in Caribbean wat-
ers, from keeping posted on the where-
abouts and movements of United States
squadrons and of our prospective naval
and military operations. Last night ho
telegraphed to the New Tork manager of
tho Haytien company forbidding the send-
ing or receipt of any messages, except

messages, to or from the United
States government, disclosing the move-
ment of our fleet and ships. The manager
answered this morning that the inhibition
would be strictly observed. If Admiral
Sampson is in Haytien waters, as is con-
jectured, then this restriction forbids his
movements to be made known except to
the government, or if known, it is im-

possible to tend out the information ex-

cept through the govornment. General
Greeley also telegraphed the Anglo-Americ-

Cable company this morning, calling
their attention to the prohibition against
Any messages inimical to the interests of
the government, and in particular forbid-
ding the receipt or sending of messages
disclosing the movements of our ships or
prospective military movements. This lat-

ter step was taken in view of the notice'
tf the Anglo-Americ- Telegraph com-
pany that, "pending further decision by
the chief signal oilicer, we will accept
press messages without restrictions."

General Greeley's order appears to cov-
er the further decision referred to in the
(.osnpaiiy's notice. The orders to these
two companies were sent, as the channels
of coinir miration under their control
fbi to i for the moment, the ones
trough v. 'noli the Spanish admiral and
iie Spanis'i authorities at Madrid and

Havana arc most likely to secure Infor-
mation as to our a jsel movements. While
1 was not :pecttd that spies were send-"i- g

direct inform 'ton, yet the
of press disp.it'-he-s on vessel move-men- u

was locked i pon as likely to indi- -
to to the Spares i with sufficient cer- -t

rinty the general whereabouts and pur-
poses of our fleet. The precautions taken,
i Is believed, will -- n restrict this charac-
ter of ci hie infotmition to the govern-
ment ' to the fleet commanders that
he S n.-- h authorities from now on will

.lie ii oft from all knowledge of our
n t u id m litary plans.

G.i'"il Greeley's telegraphic orders
su' nont the written orders he had pro-- v

tu snen to all caMe companies, six
In rumer, having lines from the United
St o- - The written orders have been
agr to in writing by each of the cable
tmpar.ies and now constitute an agree-

ment with the government.

TO INQUIRE ABOUT MERRITT
Washington, May 17 The published in-

terview with General Merritt In New
York, in the course of which he is report-
ed to have expressed, his unwillingness
to take the command at the Philippine
Islands unless the government gave him
more than 16.000 volunteer troops, and
complaining that such a command was
inadequate to his rank, is likely to be the
subject of an inquiry by the government
as to whether he was correctly reported.
A member of the cabinet said after the
meeting that he had no doubt the mat-
ter would receive official attention.

BUT MERRITT SETTLES THAT
"Washington, ilay 17. Secretary Alger

this afternoon received the following tel-

egram from General Merritt:
"Governor's Island. May 17. Hon. R.

A. Alger, Secretary of War. Washington:
I desire you to know that the interviews
published in the morning papers in New
Tork this morning are in every way

and unauthorixed. I bad intended

f to take no notice of them, but I under
stood the articles are taken seriously in
Washington. Wesley Merritt."

MORE REGULARS FOR MANILA
Washington. May 17. Colonel R. P.

Hughes, inspector general, with headquar-
ters at New York City, was at the war
department today on a mission from Gen-

eral Merritt in connection with the assign-
ment of regular troops to accompany the
Philippines expedition, soon to start from
San Francisco. General Merritt's pref-

erence for a larger number of regulars
than it was proposed by the department
to give him has been known here for
some time and his views on that subject
are shared by many of the army officials.
They realize that General Merritt will
have a delicato duty to perform as mili-

tary governor of the Philippines and they
agree in expressing the opinion that the
general should have aa adequate and well
disciplined force at his command to main-
tain order in a city that will be filled with
discordant elements. There are not
enough regulars in the west to furnish the
number that General Marritt thinks
should be sent on the expedition and con-

sequently Secretary Alger and the depart-
ment officials have been considering the
adv'nabjlity of withdrawing about threo
of the infantry regiments from Tampa,
where a large number are now rendez-
voused, and of dispatching them post
haste to the Pacific coast. These men
are wel seasoned and thoroughly disci-

plined and are just the kind General
Merritt believes should be sent on the
trans-Pacif- trip.

Superintendent Jesse M. Lee, of the
Ninth Infantry, who has been stationed
at Tampa recently, reported at army
headquarters today in response to tele-

graphic instructions, and It may be he
is here with reference to the sending of
some of the troops now there to tho Phil-

ippines.
General Greeley, chief signal officer, Is

making; arrangements to send a detach-
ment of six officers and fifty-fiv- e men,
made up largely of telegraph operators
and electricians to acoempany the Phil-

ippines expedition.

DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC
Cnicago, May 17. A special to the Jour-

nal from Washington sayB: The assign-
ments of major generals to command by
the war department treats the Philippines
as if actually under the control of the
United States.

The department of the Pacific Is created,
with headquarters at Manila, The depart-
ment is to succeed the department of Cal-

ifomia and of the Columbia.
Secretary Alger, when asked about the

premature creation of a department over
wh'd. the country has not yet secured
contiol and for whqse conquest not a
man has yet been started, said it would
not bo long before the islands would be
thoroughly garrisoned and completely
controlled by the United States troops.

DEWEY NEEDS GREATER FORCE
New York, May 17. A special from

Hong Kong says that Consel Wildman
has returned there from Kowloon Bay,
where he took the insurgent leader Gen-

eral Agulnaldo and his cabinet on the
McCulloch. An arrangement was made
for tho insurgents to storm Manila. The
dispatch adds that it is absolutely nec-
essary that more American warships and
a strong military force be sent to Admi-

ral Dewey's aid at once.

TO RAISE SUNKEN SHIPS
Chicago, May 17. A special to the Jour-

nal from Washington says:
It is stated that in his last cable Admi-

ral Dewey said that if wrecking appara-
tus were tent him he would bo able to
raise a number of the Spanish warships
sunk during the battle. The admiral
thinks there are several of the gunboats
which can bo easily raised, repaired ana
made useful.

In view of this the war department has
been hastening the preparations to dis-

patch the transports now on the Pacific
coast to Manila, and they are expected to
fcave San Francisco by Thursday.

BRITISH CRUISER TO I0LIL0
Hong Kong, May 17. The Brtish

cruiser Pique has been ordered
to the Island of Iolilo of the Philippine
g'oup. for the protection of the merchants
whoee lives and property are threatened
by the insurgents.

JAPAN HAS NO PROTEST
Washington, May 17 The statement

cabled from London yesterday that Japan
intends to protestvigorously against the
seizure of the Philippines by the United
States, and, with that object in view. Is
taking steps to secure the
of certain European powers, is not cred-

ited by the Japan minister. He said to-

day that he had received no information,
official or unofficial, of any such purpose
on the part of his government, and he is
confident thar the report is without foun-

dation. In his opinion, the statement car-

ries with it its own contradiction, since it
Is that the present position
of affars in the Philippines offers nether
occasion or reason for a protest by Japan.

SIMMERS DOWN TO SHAFTER
Tampa, Fla.. May 17. No official notice

of the transfer of Major General J. F.
Wade to "Chickamauga or the placing of
Major General William A. Shafter in
command of the Fifth army corps at
Tampa is expected here before tomorrow
and until then there will be no change
In the command of the igular troops.

Major General Wado. who left here on
Sunday to select canip'ng grounds for the
volunteer troops ordered to Florida, will
probably, on his return, and as soon as
the formal orders from Washington are
received, turn over his command to Gen-
eral Shafter. The assignment of General
Shafter to command the Fifth corps,
which two-thir- of the regular
army o the Un ted States, is received
with satisfaction by boh officers and

men. The regular troop3 will be the first
to get landed in Cuba, and General Shat-
ter's reputation as a fighter leads the
men to believe that their work will be
cut out for1 them from the start. General

1 Wade will take to Chickamauga with
him his entire staff, including Lieuten-
ants Almy and Bead, Lieutenant Colonel
Arthur McArthur, and Major D. J. D.
Wheeler. Arrangements have been prac-
tically concluded for the placing of the
thirteen regiments of volunteers which
will be Included in the Seventh army
corps, under Major General Fitzhugh
Lee at Lakeland and Dade City, at least
until the troops at Tampa are moved.
The water supply, which has been a
cause of much annoyance at Tampa, Is
abundant at Lakeland.

Lieutenaat Rowan, who accompanied
the Leyden expedition to Cuba and suc-

ceeded In reaching General Garcia's
headquarters, will leave for Washing-
ton, where he will report to Adjutant
General Corbin.

Major Gpneral Wheeler commanding
the cavalry division, will establish his
headquarters at West Tampa tomorrow.

VOLUNTEERS MOBILIZING
Washington, May 17. Eighty-tw- o thou-

sand volunteers have now been mustered
In and are being sent to mobilizing points.

Orders to the volunteer troops to move
were gaven today as follows: First regi-

ment of Wisconsin, to Tampa; Second
Illinois, to Tampa; Light battery A, Illi-

nois, to Chickamauga; Third Michigan,
to Tampa; Battery B, Pennsylvania, to
Chickamauga.

New York, May 17. The Eighth regi-

ment Massachusetts volunteers went
through Jersey City today on its way
south. There were 950 men, under com-
mand of Colonel William A Pew, Jr.

Island Lake, Mich., May 17. Colonel
McGurrin, commanding the Thirty-secon- d

Michigan volunteer infantry, has receiv
ed orders to proceed with his regiment
to Tampa as soon as the cars are ready.

Cleveland, O., May 17. The following
dispatch was received here early today
from C. L. Kennan, commanding the
Fifth regiment Ohio volunteer Infantry:

"Camp Bushnell. Columbus, Ohio, May
17. Have just received telegraphic order
from the war department to move my
regiment to Tampa, Florida. Shall prob-
ably start Wednesday.

(Signed) "C. D. KENNAN."
Springfield, 111., May 17. The First Illi-

nois infantry. Colonel H. C. Turner, of
Chicago commanding, left Springfield to-
day for Chickamauga, via Chicago and
Alton, for St. Louis, thence to Martinez,
Tenn.. over the Illinois Central and the
end of the Journey over the Nashville and
St. Louis road. The command went In
three sections. Each section carried one
baggage car, one horse car, one freight
car, eleven second class sleepers and
one officers' car. Transportation arrived
today for the Sixth Illinois infantry,
commanded by Colonel D. J. Foster, un-
der orders to Washington. The quarter-
master expects to have the Sixth all te

to Washington before night.

CHICKAMAUGA KILLING UP
Chattanooga, Tenn., May 17. Today was

one of the busiest In the history of Chick-
amauga park. A number of regiments
which arrived yesterday afternoon and
last night remained in their cars over
night, and from early morning were hard
at work pitching tents and arranging
their camps. Special trains arrived hourly
and the park fast filled up.

The Fourth Pennsylvania infantry,
which arrived yesterday afternoon, re-
mained in the cars over night and began
work on its camp at an early hour this
morning. This regiment is composed of
700 men. under Colonel D. B. Case.

Batteries twenty-si- x and twenty-seve- n,

Indiana light artillery, which arrived yes-
terday, were taken to the park last night
and remained in their cars over night.
They went into camp early this morning.
The One Hundred and Fifty-sevent- h In-
fantry, 1,300 men, under Colonel Studebak-e- r,

also remained in their cars over night,
going into camp this morning.

The Second Wisconsin infantry, 108 men,
under Colonel C. A. Born, remained In
their cars in the city all night, going to
the park early this morning.

The Thirty-fir- st Michigan infantry,
composed of twelve companies, three bat-
talions, 1,026 officers and men, in com-
mand of Colonel Cornelius Gardner, for-
merly of the Nineteenth United States
infantry, arrived over the Cincinnati
Southern road at 7 ofrlock this morning
from Island Lake, Mich., where it had
been in camp for the past two weeks.
The regiment is without arms, there being
but five Springfield rifles to each com-
pany, these being used by the sentries.
In other respects the regiment is well
equipped. The regiment was transferred
to the park about noon.

The work of equipping the volunteers is
keeping the ordnance officers busier than
they have probably have ever been be-

fore. The majority of the volunteers are
unequipped and immense amounts of sup-
plies must be issued them. Several spe-
cial trains with arms and equipment are
now en route.

Practically all here are enjoying the
best of health, only about a dozen, being
troubled with slight ailments. There is
no confusion, despite the immense amount
of work being done. General Brooke per-
sonally seeing that everything is done in
a businesslike way.

The First Ohio light artillery, consist-
ing of four batteries and 40S men, un-
der the command of Major Charles T. ll.

arrived from Columbus, O., at 10:30
o'clock. The four batteries are from
Cleveland, Zanesville, Newark and Col-

umbus. The command was in the city
several hours before going to the park
this afternoon.

The Sixteenth Pennsylvania infantry,
1.000 men. arrived in the city at an early
hour this morning and was at once taken
to the park.

The Third Pennsylvania volunteer in-

fantry, 636 officers and men, under com-
mand of Colonel Robert Ross, arrived
shortly after noon today, and was taken
to the park, a short time later. Nearly
S.O0O men are now In the pari.

ARMY AND NAVY APPOINTMENTS
Washington, May 17. The president to-

day sent to the senate the following navy
and army appointments:

Navy Captain Silas Casey. U. S. N.. la
be commodore; Commander Benjamin P.
Lamberton. to be a captain; Lieutenant
(junior grade) Harry George, to be a lieu-
tenant: Lieutenant Commander Ifjrrisn
G. Colby, to be a commander: Lieutenant
John H. Moore, to be a lieutenant com-
mander; Lieutenant Commander Leavitt
C.Logan, to be commanCrr; Enslim Klph
B. Walker, to be a second lieutenant In
the marine corns; Second Lieutenant
Amon Bronson. Jr.. U. S. M. c. to be an I

ensign In the navy; John Benjamin Den-

nis of Maryland and "William S. Thomas
of New York, to be assisstant surgeons in
the navy.

To be assisstant paymasters to fill
George Palmer Dye of. NeA York,

Robert Hunter Orr of Delaware. Frank
W. Hart of District of Columbia. Webb
Van Home Rote of New Yorlr Charles
William Penrose of New York. Abel
Brown Pierce of Texas, Robert H. Wbtds
of District of Columbia, WUHara a Mer- -

ritt of Maryland, Harrison Lamar Robins
of Mississippi, William H. Doherty of
Massachusetts, Charles Morris, Jr., of
New York.

Homer R. Stanford of Tennessee, to be a
civil engineer in the navy-Medic-

Inspector Hcsea J. Babin, to be
a medical director in the navy; Surgeon
Charles A Siegfried, to be a medical in-

spector In the navy.
War To be assistant adjutant general,

with rank of major, George S. Hobart of
New Jersey.

Withdrawn Captain Henry C Ward,
Sixteenth infantry, for Inspector general,
with rank of major J. M. Simeral of Ne-
braska, for commissar' of subsistence,
with rank of captain Richard H. Davis
of Massachusetts, for assisstant adjutant
general, with rank of captain.

To bo engineer officers, with rank of
major First Lieutenant James F. Beii.
Seventh United States cavalry; Hugh H.
Gordon of Georgia. William D. Jerkins
of Mississippi First Lieutenant L. S.

Stroth, First United States infantry; Rob-
ert B. C. Bement of Minnesota, Edward
Morrell of Pennsylvania, First Lieutenant
Clement A F. Flagler, corps of engineers,
U. S. A

To be assisstant adjutant general, with
rank of captain First Lieutenant Will-

iam M. Wright, Second United States In-

fantry; Sherrill Babcock of New Yokr, W.
J. Sewell of New Jersey.

To be assisstant quartermasters, with
rank of captain First Lieutenant J. .

W. Brooks, Fourth artillery; John C.
Breckinridge of New York; Frederick W.
Cole of Alabama; W. E. English of In-
diana.

To be commissaries of subsistence, with
rank of captain Stewart M. Brice of New
York; Edward R. Hutchins of Iowa; Or-
son Pettijohn, Peter C. Deming, Mort-- n

J. Henry of Pennsylvania; John
of Virginia; Moses R. Doyon of

Wisconsin; Seth M. Milliken of Maine;
Oliver W. Perry Smith of Pennsylvania;
Salmon F. Dutton of Vermont; John Land-stree- t,

Jr., of Tennessee; Edward Glines
of Massachusetts; Philip M. Lydlg of New
York; Miller R. Downing of Ohio; Wilson
I. Davenny of Illinois.

To be additional paymasters Frank M.

Hammond of Massachusetts; Winfield M.
Clark of Pennsylvania; Henry C. Fitz-
gerald of New York; John Demerit of
New Hampshire; Timothy D. Kelehr of
New York; Daniel W. Arnold of Illinois;
George E. Vandegrift of Ohio George C.

Stewart of Georgia; George fC. Holloway
of New York; Herbert M. Lord of Maine;
Samuel R. McMillan of Minnesota; George
B. Guild of Tennessee; James F. Rusting
of New York; Stephen Cambrlll, Jr., of
Maryland; George F. Downey of Utah;
George W. Flshback of Missouri; O'Brien
Moore of Texas; B. Bradley Ray of Illi-

nois; William H. Stlllwell of Arizona;
William B. Rochester, Jr.,of New York;
Robert C. Smith of New York; Seymour
Howell of Michigan; Clifford S. Walton
of District of Columbia.

To be chief quartermaster, with rank of
major Captain John W. Carson, Jr., as-

sistant quartermaster.
To be chief commissaries of subsistence,

with rank of major James O. Varnedoe
of Georgia; Samuel W. Hay of Pennsyl-
vania; James H. Moody of North Caro-

lina.
To be Inspector general, with rank of

major Captain John G. Balknio, Twenty-secon- d

United States infantry Captain
William Crozler, ordnance department
U. S. A.

To be chief surgeons, with rank of ma-

jorJohn M. G. Woodbury of New York;
Lewis Schooler of Iowa.

FIRST COLORED OFFICER
Washington, May 17. First Lieutenant

Charles Young, of the Ninth cavalry, has
been relieved from duty at Wilberforce
university, Ohio, in order that he may
accept the position of major of the Ninth
battalion of the colored Ohio volunteer
infantry. Lieutenant Young is the only
colored officer in the line of the army.
This is said to ce the first instance in
which a colored efflcer has been given
the command of a battalion of troops in
the army.

COLORED "IMMUNES"
Washington, May 17. A delegation of

prominent negroes, consisting of Govern-
or Pinchbeck, Colonel James Lewis and
Captain Judson W. Lyons, called on the
secretary of war today and urged that
all of the ten regiments of immunes to
be sent to Cuba be made up of colored
men. They pointed out the especial ser-
vice the colored troops, bred in the south-
ern climate and inost of them used to
conditions similar to those to be confront-
ed In Cuba, would have in the campaign.
Secretary Alger was not able to concede
all the immune regiments to colored vol-
unteers, but gave assurance that several
of them would be composed of men of
their race. The delegation also urged the
appointment of Captain Thomas S. Kel-le- y

of Louisiana as a colonel of one of
tho immune regiments. Captain Kelley,
it is said, has the indorsement of General
Miles.

BREAD AND VINEGAR
St. Louis, May 17. Captain Duval, of

trie United States commissary depart-
ment, has made a contract with local
bakeries for 010,000 pounds of army crack-
ers. This is equivalent to 30.000 barrels of
flour. On each will be printed the words,
"Remember the Maine."

Besides the big contract for hard bread.
Captain Duval has let a contract in this
city for 23,000 gallons of vinegar.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, May 17. This being cab-

inet day, fewer callers were in evidence
at the White House than yesterday.
Representative Faris of Indiana, the first
comer, left some appointment papers and
Representative Hicks, who with Penrose
and other Pennsylvanians, Is urging
Messrs. Wiley and Gobin for brigadier
genoralships, called to press their ap-

pointment. The strangers who "make it
a point to pay their respects to the presi-

dent whenever in Washington." are very
much in evidence iiowadays, and there
were several at the Wh'te House today.

It was stated at the White House at 11

o'clock, as the cabinet assembled, that
there had been no material change in the
situation and senators and representa-
tives who called to discuss the situation
were shown no ofQc'al dispatches.

NEW MESSENGER FROM GOMEZ
Key West, May 17. Another commis-

sioner from General Maximo Gomez, the
insurgent coramander-ln-cble- f. arrived at
Key West today.

Mr. John F. Jova .the former United
States vice consul at Sagua la Grande who
was landed by an American gunboat on
the coast of Cuba about IS days ago was
picked up yesterday afternoon after ma

exciting experience with a Spanish sea-boa- t,

which the Americas guafcoat chased
Into her harbor. Mr. Jova succeeded ta
reaching the camp of General Gomes aad
has brought back sHfoayaes from the lat-

ter to Commodore "Watson- - He resorts
that General Gomes and ifae several thou
sand troops wRh him are in the bsc of J

spirits and hopeful of a speedy oadtog or
the present sitoadon. Mr. Jew- - also t- - j

westward, keeping In ths citycbgy5cp j

ports that Spanish troops are nwrr.Rg

westward. kpig in. the dtjv He snado

part of the journey along the coast in a
small boat and was belns chased by a
Spanish gunboat when the American gun-

boat hove In sight. The Spaniard, though
several miles off, fired a number of shots
at the American vessel. The latter pro-

ceeded to pick up Mr. Jova and two com-

panions o fthe former consul and then
chasged the Spanish gunboat, which
promptly scudded for safety Into port.

SPANISH TRICK THAT FAILED
Copyright, 1S9S. by the Associated Press.

Key West, May 17. The United States
Todd, when, about 30 miles east of Havana
yesterday, fired shells into a Spanish trap
in the shape of a derelict sinking and
thus doing away with another piece of
Spanish trickery. The commander of the
Wilmington had been warned by lispatch
boats that some dangerous wreckage was
drifting about the spot mentioned and the
cruiser steamed 1n that direction to in-

vestigate the report. An old Spanish
schooner with her deck loaded to the rails
with rusty iron, car wheels, etc., closely
packed together, was found floating In the
track of torpedo and dispatch boats. The
iron-lade- n schooner had evidently been
sent out of Havana harbor In the hope
that a torpedo boat or small craft of the
blockade force would crash into It and. be
so damaged as to cause her to sink. Vs

wires were noticed around the iron rails
On the schooner. Commander Todd be-

lieved the Spanish trap might also con-

tain explosives, and therefore, laying off
a considerable distance from her, his guns
promptly sent her to the bottom.

TORPEDO DISASTER RUMORED
New York, May 17. An unconfirmed

dispatch from Havana is printed here to
the effect that an American vessel en-

gaged in removing torpedoes at Cabanas
was blown up and the entire crew perish-
ed. Nothing is known at Key West of
any such disaster.

Key West, Fla., May 17. Boats which
have just arrived here from the blockad-
ing fleet say that they have no knowl-
edge of any craft having been blown up
off Cardenas or anywhere else. The
opinion is expressed that the Spanish re-

port probably originated in the Wilming-
ton sinking the Spanish derelict schooner
loaded with old iron, as reported by the
Associated Press today.

Madrid, May 17. 11 a. m. A dispatch
received here from Havana says that a
small naval boat, having a crew of seven-
teen men, has been blown up off Car-
denas while engaged in removing tor-
pedoes from that harbor. The dispatch
adds that a torpedo exploded through
the negligence of those engaged in the
work and that all of the crew of the
boat referred to perished. The dispatch
does not indicate whether the boat was
an American or a Spanish craft.

HAWAII'S OVERTURES
Washington. May 17. The news pub-

lished this morning that Hawaii would not
proclaim neutrality but probably enact an
occupation bill, which, when ratified by
the senate, would enable tho United States
to raise its flag over the islands and use
them as a base of supplies and operations
during the war, was commented upon gen-

erally today at the Capitol. It was not
considered surprising. Representative
Hitt of Illinois, chairman of the commit-
tee on foreign affairs, expressing the pre-

vailing opinion, said:
"This probable action upon the part of

Hawaii is certainly in strict accord with
what might bo expected. Having favored
a pending treaty for annexaxtlon, having
manifested her willingness and eagerness
to become a part of the Unite1 States, it
would be entirely inconsistent for Ha-

waii not to declare neutrality and mani-

fest no preference, and show no favor
between this government and Its enemy.
Her refusal to declare neutrality and her
proposition to lend herself as a base of
supplies in our emergency, pending the
disposition of the proposition now before
congress looking to annexation, would be
strong- - evidence of good faith upon the
part of Hawaii and would add much to the
influences already at work to accompish
annexation."

The senate committtee on foreign rela-

tions has never considered, as a body,
tho bill which the Hawaiian government
favors, formally permitting the occupation
of the Hawaiian Islands by the United
States in case of war but some of the
individual members of the committee
know that suoh a measure was In con-

templation by the Hawaiian authorities.
Senator Davis, chairman of the commit-
tee, and Senator Fryo. who occupies next
p'ace. both had such knowledge and both
stated that the committee had never
taken the matter up in any way. They,
however, approve the proceeding as indi-

vidual senators and express the opinion
that if the Hawaiian legislature passes
the bill it would be well for the United
States to accept the tender of the islands.
The legislation proposed would, they say,
make Hawaii an ally of ours and they be
lieve the of tho island gov-

ernment Is likely to be of importance to
us. The matter under consideration by
the Hawallans is a simple bill granting to
the United States authority to use Ha-

waiian territory, practically as they woud
the territory of this country. Its accept-
ance on our part would be equivalent to
the formation of an alliance but doubt
Is expressed among some senators as to
whether the president would he disposed
to enter upon K in the absence of formal
action looking to the annxation--of Ha-

waii.
Senator Davis today expressed she hope

that the home would pass the Hawaiian
annexation resolution within tho next
week or two and he said if ft should do
so he woald ask the senate to take it up
and dispose of it before the ftnal adjoara-me- nt

of consres.
Washington. May 17. Early coasidera-Uo- n

of the Hawaiian aanexxartoa rao-lutio-

in the boaae seem probable. As
soon as they were reported today Ropre- -
seniatire Hitt. chairman of tho coswaK- -
tee on foreign affairs, bad a conanltatioo j

vfhh Speaker Reed and other aMsaben j

of the committee on rule, with a vw to
havin;? the commit: report a special or- - i

der ir tne eoiuidTtK of eaolotioa.
After the conference Mr. Hitc dd ao
positive assurance had bean given bat be

was doing hhsutiaoat and wm hopefol of ;

securing early anion by te house. It ia ,

understood that Speaker Road, while per- - j

ooally opposed to aJetton. ! n-- t In-

clined to reit ih prewwr fr mnshat
and fatrorablo action whea came from

(

the president acd a practically united
party ia tho houae and

The poa3cT h rar.r tf Ter rood in

the way of 1" pr. unid ar.ii

this fact s :' 'f t T.r-- a. an tu.-catu-

tea- - a r--. f - - of

Harraaan reeotoaoos se-t- S remaned .

soon. J

St lyuis. May 17 An anidaatiftd aaan '

Wspd of bl3ff a Spanish y i

- ar-- -: at Barr--- k H"

is I -r- -d today n th inu: corral, a ad

beta? nmM vs give ah tb:! -- f Vm-sr- ff

. turned orer to ttee cownaad- - j

Cap-tai- n XstsV
W-- ! 1 f SP

waJ f' 14 on ae teiPrx He
sjofce the Sparrua iaar? H'nez.v.y.
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Blanco Thinks He Has Cuban Sym;

pathizers Secure When He Has
Conscripted Them.

AS OTHER FOLKS SEE IT

He Has Only Placed Badly Needed Weapons in the
Hands of Men Who Will in Due Time

Turn Them Against Him.

Copyright, 1S3S. by the Associated Press.
Kingston, Jamacia, May 17. The Cuban

provisional government has directed In-

surgent sympathizers not to try to evade
In garrison cities General Blanco's con-
scription order forcing into the ranks of
the volunteers all males from la to 43

years of age.
Refugees who arrived here by the

French steamer Fulton from Havana and
who have since been released from quar-
antine say that the Cubans in Havana are
Joining the volunteers by hundreds. Spain
Is thus arming enemies ready to riseat an
opportune time or to desert. The Span-

iards In Havana, for a communal police
purpose, spy out Cuban sympathizers and
cause their arrest.

Eggs there were 10 cents a piece, meat j

was 50 cents a pound and flour 0 cents a
pound, when tho Fulton left on May 7.

The Atlas line steamer Adoula sailed for
Santiago de Cuba today with provisions
and to bring back refugees. Three or four
schooner cargoes of food leave Jamaica
ports for Santiago weekly.

PHANTOM FLEETS
(Copyright 1S93 by the Associated Press.1

St. Thomas, Danish West Indies, May
17. rt was reported here this morning
that on Sunday last, from noon until 6

p. m., twenty-seve- n vessels slowly steam-
ed westerly, north of Tortola Island,
forty miles east of St. Thomas. One
steamer which approached the land
showed the Spanish flag.
(Copyright IMS by the' Associated Press.)

Cape Haytien, Hayti, May 17. Two
Spanish cruisers or gunboats are mnking
their base of operations at Badlquirl, or
Guantanamo bay. They are known to be
moving every night In the waters between
Haytl and Cuba. A Haytien schooner
plying between tho Mole St. Nicholas,
Jean Rabel and Glatlnngua, reports,
through an agent of the Cuban Insurg-
ents at Port de Paix. having met Span-

ish vessels several times during tho past
few weeks. The Spaniards are supposed
to hide In Cuban ports during the day
and to go out cruising at night.

New York, May 17. A speciRl copyright
dispatch from Santa Lucia to the World
says: A Inrge strange war ship was scon
last night lying1 off tho west coast of this
Island. Other? were also seen to the
northward of Santa Lucia. These vessels
are believed here to be a Spanish squad-
ron watching for the United States bat-

tleship Oregon, which may pass close to
this island on its was to Key West.

New York, May 17. A special from
Kingston, Jamaica, says the report has
reached that place that two ships the na-

tionality of which It wax Impossible to
mako out, were seen last evening off
Moran Point, at the eastern extremity of
Jamaica. The ships were taking a south-
erly course.

Galveston, May 17. The Norwegian
steamer Transit. Captain Schlytter which
arrived from Progresso, In quarantine
lost night, reports having heard heavy
cannonading 100 miles off Galveston in
the Gulf of Mexico yesterday while On- -

I route to this port. It lasted five to ten
minutes, but the Transit did not stop to
Investigate. The presumption is that th
cannonading was a patrol boat In prac-
tice. Alarmists think It was by scouting
vessels of the Spanish ape Verde fleet,
last reported at Curacoa.

OTHER VESSETs SIGHTED
New York. May 17. The North German

Lloyd steamer Aller. which arrived today
from Genoa. Naples and Gibraltar, pass-
ed close to Punta Delgardo, Azores, on
her way to this port, and saw at that
place four war vessels, one Italian, one
French, one Portuguese and one Dutch.
The latter soiled west on May 12.

Boston. May 17. A specfa cabio from
Turk's Island says the American cruiser j

Minneapolis passed through tho chaMOtf
this morning, steering a southerly eours. j

Turk's Island is north of San Domlniro. I

Madrid. May 17 -I-nstructions bT. I

'
been given to the raartos autborlllerx
Ba.-cela- not to permit the dopartur of
large steamers which wight be usod a, !

"auxiliary" cruiser j

JUNCTION OF THE SQUADRONS
New York. May I7.- -A special to th

Herald from Washington say.:
"Spain fleet to the Caribbean r is to

bo met by a squadron eoaslsctag of the
armorchuls of the United States in Xorth j

Atlantic waters. This seesss to be the in-

tention of the naval war board sad pre-

parations are being anad to effect the '

junction of Rear AAmtirmX atossasen's and i

the flying squadron aader thfsoeimafsd of
Commodore Scaler itb all possible des-
patch,

KEEPIMG A SHARP LOOKOUT
Copyright, last, b ytHe Associated Pr

On boaed the Associated Press dispatvn
Vw Ka'e Bptyr. off Havana. Xy J

Via Ky Ws Fie - TAx? "J The siup
of the America b.viuA sqoadros -

keeping a vtHgaat watch for the appear
ance of the Spanish Sect aad rsu r. v i

raicn by ttvrprie should th Spans! m--r

round fape An'oolo. the :.-- .
mo: p-- : of Cab and rwip Jrn j" j

Havana. A.i eur ships ha b- -. -- -

by Lamsw)f sis o. we pai r t

of eotn a ssovs aad ssuiore are pt - j

ant in the tops. wfer tbey can .wp j

lae berttoa for ssil-- . 'mk--s oat t r
the 6rsl s.gn of a --..?

A: the or!-T- on tft h
-w -. ' !i.' ' f t : '. 'f

3pMuads. aad Ut2arssed tfcat the J

latest reports pladeed ibe-a- off the oaasf of ,
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Cienfaegee. ftut taey do at 4ovA ttva j
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jr&cfe's ci t& aux-.-.ir- & lutxs ia

blockading ships in constant comatmlc
tion with Key West, whence the iaoTa
ments of vessels are being directed.

The general opinion Is that there will bs
no movement o fthe army in the direction
of Cuba so lone as tho Spanish licet r
mains In American waters, or until K U

The blockade of Havana, has been main-
tained without Incident since the Condo
Vendito and Legazpt attempted to draw
our ships under the big guns of the Sant
Clara battery on Saturday evening.

Tho French frigate Dubourdieu, which
entered Havana harbor a week ago, after
an unpleasant Incident whtoh necessi-
tated the tiring of two shots across her
bows before tho Frenchman would show
bi3 nag. passed out this afternoon a
about 4 o'clock ami headed northwest.
Tho Dubourdeu W a long school ship,
carrying six-inc- h and five-Inc- h guns and

besides two torpedo tubes.
Tho Mayflower ran close enough to tho
frigate to establish the Frenchman's iden-

tity and then stood off. Our flag waa not
saluted.

The Dubourdeu, ige the French sloop-of-w- ar

Fulton, had on board many refu-

gees. She Is bound, probabb't for some
Mexican port.

Tho activity along the coast continues.
Squads of Spanish cavalry and parS
seen daily along the shores; but hy toavs
not been molested.

Orders have boon given not to expose
the small vessels o fthe squadron !to un-

necessary dancer.

MORRO'S FLASHLIGHT
Chicago. May 17. A special to the If ew

from Key West says: The Wilmington's
crew wore amazed to see Morro Castle's
flashlight last night, for the flrst Ums
since the blockade began. It was suggest-

ed that the Spaniards were expscUng the
Cape Verde fleet.

SPAIN'S FUNNY NOTIONS
Madrid, May 1:30 a. m. Dispatches

from Havana Indicate that It la ths-opl-

ion there among the Spaniards that the
real object of the Uncss' visit there was
to ascertain whether the Cape Verde flsat
had arrived, hence the cars taksn by the
Spanish ofllclalc to keep- - the Uncas at a
safe distance.

The Uncas Is the boat wnt to Havana
on Sunday under a flag et truce to nego-

tiate for the exchange of two American
newspaper men captured by the Span-

iards. Two of the Spanish captives at
Fort McPherson. Atlanta, are to be wat
to Havana in exchange for the AnSsct-ca-

prisoners.

SPAIN'SJSECOND FLEET
New York, May 17. A diepatch. to ths

Herald frofm Cadiz ssyst
Tits dock yard authorttfoff of th o,

the Carlos V.. tho Aafoawo XI II. sl
the newly equipped crttteors. the Rpi1
and tho Patrta, together wMi the tor-

pedo destroyers AoAex and Prowprrlnx.
will be ready for the sea in (be olMie o

the present week.
Tbore ha ben coaafderAbte difficulty in

the matter of obtaining mMUos eugtaeors,
Spanish engineers beta tmabte to obtain
the proper speed eat of the torse rs.

-

NO PROTEST AT THE HAGUE
The Hague. May 17.-- Up te tbi after-

noon no protests have been roeetred from
Washington regarding the coaling and
provisioning of th Upanieh wamUpt at
Curacao. Dutch West Indies.

SAGASTA'S HARDTASK
Madrid, May 17 Home of the newspa-

pers today assert that Seaor Saeta awa

9enor Oanutam will reach mm jrvMt
to form a cosHttoa cabinet, trbtt-- ofhf
express the opinion that Setter flags!.

rtil encounter so ssaey dttBevftk that f

wCI bs compelled to abandon tbs tak.
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